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There's nothing better than air conditioning on a hot day - and the technology continues to get cooler. The latest air conditioner units sport digital screens, timers, remote controls, and even smart fans that automatically adjust speeds to maintain desired temperatures. They are also quieter, more energy efficient and easier to install and maintain than units made just a few years ago. But if you're wondering
what to look for when buying an air conditioner this summer, here's what to consider: First, what are the different types of air conditioning units? There are four main types of air conditioning units. It is: 1. Window-mounted air conditioners The most common type of air conditioner is a window-mounted unit, which temporarily resides in a window opening. You can buy a cooling-only unit or cooling/heating unit
for additional heat if your home is located in an area with moderate temperatures. If you live in the north, it is good to remove the units at the end of the warm season. LG Electronics Price: From less than $200 for a unit that will cool a 100-square-foot room to $400 for a unit that will cool a room of 200 to 500 square feet. Go up to $800 and you can get a unit that cools and heats a 700- to 900-square-foot
room.2. Wall air conditionersThe air conditioners are permanently mounted by placing a metal sleeve through the wall and sliding into the AC frame from the inside. Wall units also come in cooling-only or cooling/heating varieties. Pros: Aesthetically attractiveFits with greater security than window units Does not prevent sunlightNo off-season storage necessaryCons: Installation can get costly - you need to
cut an opening through an external wall, and larger units may require the installation of a special 220-volt line Many models do not include the outer metal sleeve, so you will have to buy it separately (costing $50 to $100)Price: From about $400 for a unit that will cool a room of 400 to 700 square feet to $700 or so for a unit that will cool/heat a room of 1,000 square feet.3. Window /Wall Air ConditionerAA
This flexible type can be temporarily installed on a window or permanently mounted on a wall. Pros: Flexibility is ideal. can fit a rental apartment window now, or a lateCons home wall installation: Usually lack window installation kits (nuts, bolts, and frame needed to secure the unit in a window) You may need a dedicated 220-volt circuitPrice: As wall models, these range $400 for a unit that will cool a 400-to-
700-square-foot room to $700 or so for a unit that will cool/heat a 1,000-square-foot room.4. Portable AA air conditioner is a mobile air conditioner on wheels that can be rolled from room to room and includes a pipe to evaporate heat from a window or through an opening in a wall. Pros: Easy to store at the end of the season Installs easily in more window sizes/types than traditional window unitsSynthing:
Higher prices than comparable window unitsComm up floor space Exhaust pipe should be Every time it's movedPrice: From about $700 for a unit that will cool a 150- to 300-square-foot room to $1,000 or more to cool a 500-square-foot room. How do I find the right air conditioner for my room? At the moment, we are in a transitional period of time during which unit-to-unit measurements are inconsistent, as a
new standard is being implemented. This makes it difficult to compare specifications in comparable units and brands. Generally, most models list their cooling capacity to help you measure the right unit for the size room you have. Previously, this was indicated by a measurement in British Thermal Units (BTA) based on the test standards of the American Society of Heating, Cooling and Air Conditioning
Engineers (ASHRAE). In general, the larger the room, the more BTA you need. However, the Ministry of Energy (DOE) introduced new standards published on 10 March 2020 and required from 10 January 2025. The new standard introduces a new assessment, the seasonally adjusted cooling capacity (SACC). This is a score in BTU/hour intended to more accurately visualize the machine's capabilities,
providing a weighted average based on a variety of test conditions, not just an average use case (think of a combination of normal use, muggy day, a particularly hot or dry day, etc.). The new SACC assessments (based on revised test guidelines) will show that maximum BTUs are lower than previous assessments. Thus, an AC that previously had a 14,000 BTU ASHRAE rating can now have a DOE score
closer to 10,000 BTU to more accurately reflect cooling in a number of conditions. What SIZE AC is suitable for me? Determine which unit to buy based off of room size. In general an air conditioner needs about 20-25 BTU for every square foot of living space. If a unit is too strong, you will waste unnecessary power, too weak and you will constantly run the machine at full power and you never feel cool
enough. In general, err on the side of slightly larger to ensure comfort. You'll want to size it up if your AC is in a room with: High ceilings, which create more space that needs to cool Pregnant traffic - more people mean more heat generatedDown of the sun (e.g. you live in Florida or Arizona or you have lots of windows) Near the kitchen with lots of heat-producing converse appliances, if you're in a
particularly well-shaded room you can reduce capacity. Here are some terms you need to know when buying for a air conditioning: Amperage: Many rooms have circuits rated for a total of 15 electricity amplifiers. Unless the space you install your air conditioner in has a dedicated electrical line, take note of the unit's amplifiers, ranging from 5 to 15 or more. Large air conditioners with 12 to 15 amplifiers can
masturbate the switch. In this case, you may need a special line. Dehumidification: This measurement gives you a rough estimate of the amount of moisture the unit removes from the air. It can range from one pint per hour to up to 10. Higher coefficient is best for those living in areas of high humidity. Efficiency: To find out how energy efficient a model is, consider the manufacturer's Energy Efficiency
Assessment (EER), which is BTU (also known as cooling output) divided by energy consumption into watt hours. In theory, the higher the performance score, the less you'll spend on electricity bills at home. The combined energy efficiency ratio (CEER) is a measure of the energy used when the unit is running as well as when it is on standby. (To further complicate things, central ACs often use a SEER
rating!) Compare EER ratings with EER ratings and CEER ratings with CEER ratings. Plug type: Many units have a common 125V/15A, three-prong plugs that can be used in most homes. Larger models may have 125V/20V, 250V/15A, or higher plugs, requiring you to call an electrician and upgrade your circuits. If you are replacing an existing unit, choose an air conditioner with a type of plug that matches
your old model. What AC features should I look for? Here are some important air conditioner features that you will want to look for in order to save time and energy and improve your air quality. Power-saving switch: Normally, the fan of an air conditioner works continuously, even when the compressor is turned off. But with a power-saving switch, fans turn off when the thermostat turns off the compressor,
saving you money. Filter Control indicator: A visual reminder for cleaning or changing the filter. Oscillating vents: An internal motor that automatically scans the unit's airflow from side to side, cooling the room more evenly. Remote Control: This easy-to-use option allows you to adjust the temperature from anywhere in the room. Great for raising the temperature/thermostat in the middle of the night when
your body temperature drops. Sleep mode: Slightly increases the room temperature setting at night to avoid night chills. Timer: Automatically turns the unit on or off at a predetermined time when you're not there, allowing a room to cool down or warm up before you enter. Ventilation/evaporation: Lets fresh air from the outside circulate in the room. Manufacturer's warranty: Generally ranges from one to two
years for parts and work. This content is created and maintained by third parties and is inserted into this page to help users provide their email addresses. You may be able to find more information about this and similar content in the Photo: istockphoto.comThis article has been presented to you by Sears Home Services. Its facts and opinions are those bobvila.com.Many belonging to the current crop of
homeowners were not alive in the days before air conditioning became commonplace. This may be why so many take technology for granted today, in terms of AC in much the same spirit as running water-as a fundamental feature of any home, moderate or large. Indeed, in some areas, homeowners regard air conditioning not as a comfort luxury, but as a bona fide need for daily survival. However, despite
the vital role of air conditioning in the modern house, we tend to see it as a source not only of cooling, but also of mystery and frustration. Air conditioning systems are complex, after all, leaving the average homeowner without a clear perspective on seemingly simple but undeniably important performance and longevity issues. What determines the life of an air conditioning system? Like so many other
questions on home improvement and repair, the answer depends on a number of variables. David Kenyon, product manager at Sears Home Services, points out that different variables determine long-term performance to varying degrees. Use matters, perhaps most of all. The more often you use the system, the more wear and tear it endures, says Kenyon, noting that systems can last for decades in a
temperate region like New England, while lasting not so long in the Southwest desert. On its own, heavy use doesn't condemn a cooling system, but if the homeowner relies on it daily, for months on end, ignoring its maintenance, Kenyon says, it's only a matter of time before system fatigue is put in. + A well-completed, well maintained central air conditioning system below average demand usually takes 12
to 17 years. If yours was recently installed, it may be a decade before you start considering an upgrade. But if you suspect that your system may be nearing failure, set aside a few minutes to monitor performance. Is the system rubbing, grinding, ringing or whining? Your home feels wet (or the thermostat reports a relative humidity above 50%); you notice an unusually large amount of dust on household
surfaces; such warning signs indicate the potential need for repair, if not replacement, says Kenyon. Kenyon advises homeowners with AC to regularly seek out planned professional system maintenance. It's the best thing you can do to prolong the life of your air conditioning, Kenyon says, while clarifying that it's not always an optional measure, as many construction guarantees require. Please note that
taking care of a cooling system requires not only regular maintenance, but also complete maintenance. To serve a system properly, according to Kenyon, technicians need to go well beyond a quick, visual inspection to deal with all key components, from compressor-condenser to fan and fan (and sometimes even conductors). The fact is that, like cars on the road, the AC system usually cannot meet the
service without adequate service. Photo: istockphoto.comWrite the benefits of replacement in relation to repairing AC? Air conditioning systems are also vulnerable to the abundance of problems that the average homeowner would not necessarily notice. For example, most cooling systems are designed to operate in a circular pattern, providing intermittently air-conditioned air in living areas. If the length of
the circles are unusually short or long, a system element can be compromised. Depending on the issue (and what it would cost to fix, Kenyon adds), you can choose to forgo repair in favor of an upgrade. In fact, far from being a sunken cost, a new high-performance air conditioning system can save you money in the long run, according to Kenyon.In in recent years, by increasing energy costs and mounting
environmental concerns, manufacturers have launched fleets of HVAC equipment that have superior energy efficiency. Between the latest technology and that even 10 years ago, there is a difference between night and day, in terms of operating costs, Kenyon says. In fact, for its ability to run up the monthly utility bill, Kenyon says, often the most expensive system a homeowner can choose is this already
at home. Even while they require less energy (and less money) to power their normal production, the best AC systems today still manage to achieve all-around better results. For one thing, you get less annoying air conditioning with the latest manufactured models, thanks to a broad push in the industry toward quieter operation. For another, HVAC filtration has advanced with leaps and bounds over the
years, helping climate control systems not work against, but to defend indoor air quality and healthy living. Finally, there is the fact that, with systems built to combat moisture more effectively, spaces that are air-conditioned by newer technology often feel more comfortable. In short, there are good reasons not to fear the prospect of a breakdown in your air conditioning, but rather to embrace the opportunity.
Photo: istockphoto.comSo where to hire an HVAC Professional Service We access decision-making, you need to determine the status of your existing system. For an evaluation, look for a local HVAC contractor or go online to schedule a free home consultation with Sears Home Services. In addition to reporting on the state of your system, Sears project consultants can discuss your options and, if you
want, guide you from start to finish through the repair or replacement process. Another advantage: Sears supports all its work with a Satisfaction Guarantee— a commitment to the success of your project that remains intact even after the technicians leave. When it's your family's comfort on the line, there is a substitute for peace of mind. Maybe it's time to call a proGet for free, without committing repair
estimates from licensed HVAC technicians near you. + + +
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